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Reader's Discussion Questions 

1. Which character in A Shore Thing did you relate to most, and why? 

2. Callie is the youngest of her family.  How has your own birth order affected your 

relationships with your siblings positively and/or negatively?  What role has your 
faith played in your sibling relationships? 

3. On the heels of a bad day, Callie catches sight of a man flicking a cigarette into 

the sea. Have you ever come upon a situation that caused you to react quickly?  
What part did your mood at the time play in your handling of the situation?   

4. What is some of the best advice you‟ve ever heard about handling conflict? (see 
Gal. 5:15 for why resolving conflict is important.) 

5. Gage Mitchell believes that God has given him this chance to start fresh in a new 

town, so he throws himself into designing the development for the cliffs of Otter 
Bay.  If you were in his place, how might you have reacted to Callie‟s vehement 
challenge? 

6. What did you like or dislike about Gage, and why?   

7. Callie‟s older brother Jim seems to have it all, yet he‟s unmovable when it comes 

to helping his younger sister with her quests.  Why do you think that is?  Have 
you ever known anyone so stubborn (no need to name names here)?  What did 
you do (or might you have done) to help them change their hardened ways?  
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8. In their own ways, both Callie and Gage desire to honor God by taking care of his 
creation (Genesis 2:15).  Have you ever agreed with someone in theory, as they 

seem to, yet still found yourself in bitter conflict with them?  How did you handle 
that? 

9. The terms “eco-friendly” and “green” often polarize people in today‟s world.  Do 
you think a balance could or should be struck?  Why or why not?  What are your 
thoughts about Callie‟s and Gage‟s views on these topics?   

10. What did you think about Ruth‟s involvement in the SOS group?  In your opinion, 
how were her motives the same as or different from Callie‟s?  

11. Callie often tried to „read‟ what her boss, Thomas aka „Squid‟, thought about her 
community activities.  Do you ever find yourself considering other people‟s 
opinions about your causes?  How much does it matter to you what other people 

think about you?  

12. What burden did you see Callie carrying and how did she find release from it?  

Can you relate?  Why or why not? (see Col. 3:13).  

13. How did the camp‟s theme (from Matthew 7:24) come into play in Callie and 
Gage‟s lives?   

14. Callie loves children, but not the idea of pregnancy.  How had her opinion been 
shaped over the years?  Have you ever clung to an idea only to have it change 

abruptly years later? 

15. The opening line of A Shore Thing is “The rope in my hand resembled a noose.”  
In your opinion, what might those words symbolize?  

 

Visit www.juliecarobini.com for more information about A Shore Thing,  

Sweet Waters, Truffles by the Sea and Chocolate Beach! 

http://www.juliecarobini.com/

